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THE CLAIMS : 

1. to 16. (Canceled) 

17. (Previously Presented) A server determination apparatus, comprising: 

receiving means for receiving an inquiry from a first one of a plurality of 
information distribution servers; 

collection means for collecting network state information between a client 
and each of the plurality of information distribution servers; 

server determination means for determining, based on a logical distance 
between the client and each of the plurality of information distribution servers, which one 
of the plurality of information distribution servers should be accessed by the client which 
has accessed the first one of the plurality of the information distribution servers, in 
accordance with a first access from the client, and for determining, based on the network 
state information collected by said collecting means between the first access and a second 
access from the client, which one of the plurality of information distribution servers should 
be accessed by the client which has accessed the first one of the plurality of the information 
distribution servers, in accordance with the second access from the client; and 

informing means for informing the first information distribution server of 
the determined one of the plurality of information distribution servers that the client should 
access. 
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18. to 24. (Canceled) 

25. (Previou$Iy Presented) The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein 
said collection means collects, as the network state information, at least one of a response 
time, a number of router steps, and a packet loss ratio between said client and each of the 
plurality of information distribution servers. 

26. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein 
said server determination means determines the one of the plurality of information 
distribution servers based on the network state information and state information of each of 
the plurality of information distribution servers, in accordance with the second access from 
the client. 

27* (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein 
said collection means collects at least one of a congestion degree, a number of packets, and 
a number of packet errors. 

28. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 26, wherein 
as the network state information, said collection means collects at least one of a CPU load 
ratio, a CPU idle value, a number of connection links, and a disk load ratio of each of the 
plurality of information distribution servers. 
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29* (Canceled) 

30. (Previously Presented) A server determination apparatus, comprising: 
receiving means for receiving an inquiry from a first information 

distribution server; 

collection means for collecting state information of each of a plurality of 
information distribution servers; 

server determination means for determining, based on a logical distance 
between a client and each of the plurality of information distribution servers, which one of 
the plurality of information distribution servers should be accessed by the client which has 
accessed the first one of the plurality of the information distribution servers, in accordance 
with a first access from the client, and for determining, based on the state information 
collected by said collecting means between the first access and a second access from the 
client, which one of the plurality of information distribution servers should be accessed by 
the client which has accessed the first one of the plurality of the information distribution 
servers in accordance with the second access from the client; and 

informing means for informing the first information distribution server of 
the determined one of the plurality of information distribution servers that the clien t should 
access. 

31. to 41. (Canceled) 
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42. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 30, wherein 
said server determination means determines one of a plurality of sites provided with the 
plurality of information distribution servers, and determines the one of the plurality of 
information distribution servers in the determined one of the plurality of sites, 

I 

43. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 30, wherein 
said collection means further collects at least one information of a response time, a number 
of router steps, and a packet loss ratio between said client and each of said plurality of 
information distribution servers. 

i 

44. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 30, wherein 
said state information further comprises network state information in a plurality of sites 
provided with the plurality of information distribution servers, 

45. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 30, wherein 
said collection means further collects at least one information of a congestion degree, a 
number of packets, and a number of packet errors in a plurality of sites provided the 
plurality of information distribution servers. 

46. (Previousl>||Presented) The apparatus according to claim 30, said 

i': 

collection means collects at least one information of a CPU load ratio, a CPU idle value, a 

!" 

t : 

H 
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number of connection links, arid a disk load ratio of each of the plurality of information 

'i 

distribution servers. 

• j 

■i 

• J 

47. to 75. (Caiifceled) 



76. (Previously Presented) A server determining method executed by a 
server determining apparatus, jjhe method comprising: 

■:■! 

a receiving step! of the server determining apparatus receiving an inquiry 

'■I 

from a first one of a plurality of information distribution servers; 

a collecting ste| of the server determining apparatus collecting network 

■.j 

state information between a client and each of the plurality of information distribution 



servers; 



a server 
based on a logical distance 
distribution servers, which one 
accessed by the client which 
distribution servers, in accon 
based on the network state 
access and a second access 
distribution servers should be 
plurality of the information 
the client; and 



determining step of the server determining apparatus determining, 
between the client and each of the plurality of information 

of the plurality of information distribution servers should be 
accessed the first one of the plurality of the information 
with a first access from the client, and determining, 
information collected by said collecting step between the first 
the client, which one of the plurality of information 
d zcessed by the client which has accessed the first one of the 
distribution servers, in accordance with the second access from 



has 



daiice 1 



from 
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information distribution serve! 
distribution servers that the 



cli snt 



77. to 83. (Carjjeled) 



>ipp of the server determining apparatus informing the first 

! 

of the determined one of the plurality of information 
should access. 



84. (Previous 
collecting step comprises collating 
steps, and a packet loss ratio 
distribution servers. 



1^ Pre 



esented) The method according to claim 76, wherein said 
at least one of a response time, a number of router 
between said client and each of the plurality of information 



85. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 76, wherein, as 
the state information, said $ery sr ddermining step determines the one of the plurality of 
information distribution serve* ; basfed on the network state information of each of the 
plurality of information distribj ttion servers, in accordance with the second access from the 
client. 

86. (Previousl)|Presiented) The method according to claim 76, wherein, as 
the state information, when the netwprk state information is collected, said collecting step 
comprises collecting at least oi s of ;a congestion degree, a number of packets, and a 
number of packet errors, in acqprdahce with the second access from the client. 
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Presented) The method according to claim 85, wherein said 
collating at least one of a CPU load ratio, a CPU idle value, 



87. (Previous! 
collecting step comprises 
number of connection links, a da clisk load ratio of each of the plurality of information 
distribution servers. 



itej bf tii 



distrit itii 



88. (Canceled; 

89. (Previous! 
server determining apparatus, 

a receiving s 
from a first information di 

a collection stej 
information of each of a plura 

a server 
based on a logical distance 
distribution servers, which 
accessed by the client which 
distribution servers, in 
based on the state information 
a second access from the clien 
servers should be accessed by 
information distribution 



10 



hi 



accords ce 



server n 



I 

■I- 



PrJ ented) A server determination method executed by a 

l 

ngethod comprising; 
e server determining apparatus receiving an inquiry 
server: 

of fce server determining apparatus collecting state 



jyo 



determ iati©n 



bet reel 



one o 



information distribution servers; 
step of the server determining apparatus determining, 

i 

a client and each of the plurality of information 
f tfie pluirality of information distribution servers should be 
ad ;essecl the first one of the plurality of the information 
i vith a first access from the client, and determining 
blld sted by said collecting step between the first access and 
wh ch one of the plurality of information distribution 
icliArt wliich accesses the first one of the plurality of the 

; i 

ai cordance with the second access from the client; and 
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an informing £ ?p of the server determining apparatus informing the first 
information distribution serve jpf thd determined one of the plurality of information 
distribution servers. 



'; t 



90. to 100. 



101 . (Previou^.Preitentbd) The method according to claim 89, wherein 

Mi \ 

said server determination meajs detehnines oiie of a plurality of sites provided with the 
plurality of information distriffitioh! ^ervners, and determines the one of the plurality of 
information distribution serve 



102. (Previous 
said collecting step further coi^risi 
a number of router steps, and spac 
plurality of information distritfitfan 



103. (Previous 
said state information compris 
with the plurality of informal 



104. (Previous 
said collecting step comprises 



in ttife determined one of the plurality of sites. 



ited) The method according to claim 89, wherein 



ise$f collecting at least one information of a response time, 
keft loss ratio between said client and each of the 



/ers. 



3 



Presjpnt&l) The method according to claim 89, wherein 

j 

: state information in a plurality of sites provided 
ion servers. 



het!|brk 



Pre^jatAi) The method according to claim 89, wherein 
>Ee^CTig at least one information of a congestion degree, a 




? 'If i 
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number of packets, and a nun iter! 
plurality of information distri utii: 

105. (Previou! yjjp 

j 

said collecting step comprises :oli 

' i 

CPU idle value, a number of < >nnej 
of information distribution sei rerc 



106. to 134. (C nice 



135. (Previous yPfre 



from a first information distrittitii 
a collecting stel of 
state information between a cl ait 

a server determ uhbj: 

: '" n 

based on a logical distance bet rise n|j 
distribution servers, which om of n 
accessed by the client which h s a$< 
distribution servers, in accords icfe 



packet errors in a plurality of sites proved with the 
trvers. 



£ntbd) The method according to claim 89, wherein 

\ \- 1 

at least one information of a CPU load ratio, a 



i) r 



Snted) 



inks, and a disk load ratio of each of said plurality 



A computer-readable storage medium storing a 



computer readable server deteSnitlii^l prbgram executed by a server determining apparatus, 
the program comprising: 

a receiving stef of lltateeryer determining apparatus receiving an inquiry 
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•server determining apparatus collecting network 

i. 

a plurality of information servers; 

if the iserver determining apparatus determining, 
\e cl ient and each of the plurality of information 
)luiality of information distribution servers should be 
jjsec the first one of the plurality of the information 
first access from the client, and determining 
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Mi:- 



based on the network state in i 
access and a second access fr<i|cri 
distribution servers should be I 
plurality of the information dwii 
the client; and 

an informing si 5$ 
information distribution serve Si 
distribution servers that the cl 

136. to 142. 0 

143. (Previou^ 
wherein said collecting step c 
of router steps, and a packet ldl^s 
information distribution 



. serve j I 



144. (Previous^; 
wherein, as the state informati^jii 
plurality of information distritjj^ti 
state information of each of th 
with the second access from 
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Jn collected by said collecting step between the first 
plient, which one of the plurality of information 

by the telient which has accessed the first one of the 
E>n £ erveip, in accordance with the second access from 

s arver determining apparatus informing the first 
detbrmiried one of the plurality of information 
tld access. 



SVR:USP' 



te|d) The storage medium according to claim 135, 
i collecting at least one of a response time, a number 
| between' said client and each of the plurality of 



iei) The storage medium according to claim 135, 
sexver determining step determines the one of the 
ers based on the network state information and 
of information distribution servers, in accordance 



11:- 
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145. (Prevtoul; 
wherein, as the state informal i 
collecting step comprises col] 
packets, and a number of pad i 
client. 

146. (Previoul 
wherein, as the state informat 
CPU load ratio, a CPU idle vi| 
each of the plurality of infon| 
access from the client. 

147. (Cancels 

148. (Previo 
computer readable server dete 
the program comprising: 

a receiving $tej|| 
from a first information distri 

a collecting stq 
information of each of a plural 



pi 



ti*I) The storage medium according to claim 144, 
sn t[he network state information is collected, said 
It le|ast <*ne of a congestion degree, a number of 
, iH accordance with the second access from the 



it<4) The storage medium according to claim 144, 
. collecting step comprises collecting at least one of a 

ier of connection links, and a disk load ratio of 
strioutvqn servers, in accordance with the second 



Jpro^ri 



sen 
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eci) 



Ajcomputer-readable storage medium storing a 
raid executed by a server determining apparatus, 



a: d&ermining apparatus receiving an inquiry 



ers er determining apparatus collecting state 
brhati sjn distribution servers; 
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time, a number of router stepjs, 
plurality of information distribi 

162. (Previous! 
wherein said state information 
sites provided with the info 

163. (PreviouSsl! 
wherein said collecting step i 
congestion degree, a number 

164. (Previou£l$! 
wherein said collecting step 
ratio, a CPU idle value, a nudi 
plurality of information distr ' 



165. to 177. (C 

i 

i 

178. (Previous! 
each of the plurality of infonr 
distribution server, 
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:et wsk ratio between said client and each of the 



ccllei 



eel 



ervsers, 



storage medium according to claim 148, 
ies network state information in a plurality of 
servers, 

e storage medium according to claim 148, 
collecting at least one information of a 
fiumber of packet errors. 

storage medium according to claim 148, 
at least one information of a CPU load 
ti links, and a disk load ratio of each of the 



i£; apparatus according to claim 17, wherein 
ifServers includes the first information 
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a server 
based on a logical distance b& 
distribution servers, which oi| 
accessed by the client which 
distribution servers, in accorcj 

i 

based on the state information 

i 

a second access from the cliejii 
servers should be accessed wfi 
information distribution serve 
an informing s 
information distribution serve r 
distribution servers that the cl 

149. to 159. 



detenjiiij i iffltep of t^e server determining apparatus determining, 



161. (Previou^ 
wherein said collecting step 
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a 016 



) 



ite 



client afeid each of the plurality of information 
pliralifjr of information distribution servers should be 
;ejj. thi first one of the plurality of the information 
firs&access fijbm the client, and determining 
5jy s4id collecting step between the first access and 
on b of the plurality of information distribution 

ii: ^ I! 

accessing thej ; first one of the plurality of the 



ien 

rilano^with the: second access from the client; and 
|e s ^^ddteimihing apparatus informing the first 
ied one of the plurality of information 



P. 



Tfl&e storage medium according to claim 148, 



160. (Previou^ 

wherein said server determiniAg|jJ|^et^jmij^s one of a plurality of sites provided with 
the plurality of information dij 
information distribution servers 



jtt s \ rv&B, and determines the one of the plurality of 



drif amj Nd one of the plurality of sites. 



) Be storage medium according to claim 148, 
collect ihg at least one information of a response 
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179. (Previous!; 
each of the plurality of infonpa 
distribution server. 

180. (Previous 
each of the plurality of infornjia 
distribution server. 

181. (Previous! 
each of the plurality of infomjal 
distribution server. 



182. (Previously 
wherein the each of the plurahtj 
information distribution server. 

183. (Previoudty 
wherein each of the plurality of 
information distribution server. 



re: 



Rres snted) 
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rated) 



ililfbrinati 



stribiil 



i apparatus according to claim 30, wherein 
f Servers includes the first information 



method according to claim 76, wherein 
juti xji servers includes the first information 



is sntdd) 



la i method according to claim 89, wherein 
Servers includes the first information 



lim iatbn 
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bution servers includes the first 
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